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Abstract

his research explored the effects of storytelling on the development of the concept of God in Iranian and Lebanese
T children. 238 (138 Iranian and 100 Lebanese) girls and 222 (107 Iranian and 115 Lebanese) boys 6-11 years old were

randomly assigned to an experimental and a control group. The experimental group received eight sessions of forty-five
minute storytelling. The control group received none. Before and after all sessions of storytelling, clinical interview (Lawrence,
1965) was conducted to measure the concept of God. Analysis of covariance showed that storytelling had a positive effect on
the development of concept of God and all its components. There were no gender and cultural differences in the total score of
the concept of God; but Iranian children scored higher on the components of “existence of God™ and “omniscience”. The
Lebanese children scored higher in the “invisibility™ component. Boys described God as more omnipotent than girls did. In
the post test, boys in experimental group scored higher on the “nature of God” component than the girls and control group.

Key words: storytelling, concept of God, Lebanese and Iranian children, cross cultural study.
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